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Bed Bugs Overview 

ÂExternal parasitic insect 

ÂMainly active at night 

Â Feed on the blood of warm blooded sources, 
mainly humans 

Â Fast moving 

ÂMore active in warmer climates 

ÂCan live for 10 ð 20 months 

ÂOther warm blooded victims of bed bugs: 

ÂDogs, Cats, Birds, Rodents, and Bats 

 



Bed Bugs Overview 

ÂEndure long periods of starvation 

ÂExcellent hitchhikers 

ÂTend to stay close to food sources but can live 

in a variety of objects 

Â Infestations are not always linked to unclean 

conditions 

ÂThe recent influx has hit everywhere, including 

healthcare facilities, hotels, houses, schools, 

apartments, public transit, etc. 

 

 

 



Todayõs objectives 

ÂHistory  

ÂRecent resurgence  

Â Identification 

ÂHabits 

ÂBite recognition  

ÂHealth risk 

Â Inspecting 

ÂPrevention, control, and elimination 

 

 



Historical evidence 

ÂBed bugs have been around 

for thousands of years 

Â  In the US, evidence has 

dated back to the 17th 

century during early 

colonization from Europe 

Â Infestations were common 

in the United States prior to 

World War II 

 



Early prevention and control 

ÂAfter World War II, widespread use of synthetic 

insecticides such as DDT greatly reduced bed 

bug numbers 

Â  In addition, household cleanliness and increased 

regulation of the used furniture market added to 

the drastic reduction 

 



Recent resurgence  

ÂUntil about 10 years ago, bed bugs were a 

distant thought 

ÂIn the last decade, theyõve been making a 

comeback of epidemic proportions 

ÂBed bug complaints to pest control companies 

increased by 500% in the U.S. between 2000 and 

2004. (National Geographic News) 

 



Recent resurgence  

ÂLast year bed bug infestations were reported in 

every state in the U.S., and reports are increasing 

exponentially.  

 



Recent resurgence  

ÂAccording to the National Pest Management 

Association (NPMA): 

Â95% of pest control professionals reported 

treating bed bugs in the last year 

ÂOne company alone in the first quarter of 

2011 has performed 8,000 treatments across 

the country  



Reasons for resurgence 

ÂPesticide bans 

ÂPesticide misuse 

Â Insect resistance 

ÂBaits instead of current approved pesticides 

ÂTravel and commerce 

ÂDecreased public awareness 

 


