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PREFACE

This report provides a comprehensive overview of the risks and burden of cancer in
Nevada from 1996 to 2000. Cancer represents a group of diseases that will affect nearly half of
the population at some time during their lifetime. Nationally, cancer-related costs total billions of
dollars in treatment annually. Cancer has also consistently been the second leading cause of
death for Nevada and the Nation for the last 20 years. This report provides a variety of
information on cancer from four different data sources and has been organized to focus on
specific aspects of cancer, (e.g. screening, diagnosis, inpatient treatment, mortality, and survival
rate) with each section adding to the overall picture of cancer in Nevada.

The first section provides a comparison of the 22 leading types of cancer that comprise
91.8% of all types of cancer in Nevada; including incidence, inpatient hospital discharges,
mortality, and survival rate subsections for comparison.

The second section includes various statistics on all cancers, reported among Nevada
residents, to provide a complete look at cancer in the state. There are subsections for diagnosis,
treatment, mortality and survival rate statistics for the 1996 to 2000 period.

The top ten leading types of cancer diagnosed in Nevada from 1996 to 2000, which
accounts for 74.9% of the total number of cancer cases, are then highlighted within their own
section to provide a more detailed look at the types of cancer that are most prevalent in Nevada.
The reader should note that these types of cancer are presented based on the number of cases
reported. Therefore, those cancers whose ranking is within the top ten based on inpatient
discharges or mortality are not necessarily highlighted within their own section.

Statistics on those cancers not highlighted in the top ten sections are available in the
Overview section and in a general section for All Other Cancers at the end of this report, where
the remaining twelve leading cancers are briefly profiled.

Each major section in this report includes regional, gender, racial/ethnic, and age
statistics in order to draw attention to potential targets for prevention and treatment efforts. These
efforts in prevention and treatment will help to achieve progress toward reducing the risks and
burden of Cancer in Nevada.

For note, trend statistics are not included in this edition of the Report on Cancer in
Nevada since the estimated completeness of earlier cancer reporting was significantly lower than
in more recent years, which would significantly affect any trends that would be included in this
report. However, trend information will be included in the next edition.

This report is also available online at the Center for Health Data and Research’s website:
http://health2k.state.nv.us/nihds/center.htm
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